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READER. 


Very well remember to have 
heard the Ground-Work of what 
is here related from Daniel Herly 
himſelf; who appeared to me to be 
a Man of great Honeſty, and of a 
very good Underſtanding. The Cir- 
cumſtances which are added (as in 
ſuch Caſes is uſual) to complete the 
Narrative, are all of them very a- 
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greeable to Daniel's Character. And 
I hope the Whole will afford good 
Inſtruction, together with ſome En- 
tertainment, to every one who reads 


it, 
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A SINCERE 
Chriſtian and Convert, 
Exemplified in the 


LIFE of DANIEL HERLYV. 
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CHAP. I. 


_ His Parentage, Birth, and Education, to 
the Eighteenth Year of his Age. 


ENIS* HERLY was a ſober indu- 

ſtrious Day-labourer. He lived a ſingle 

Life until he was about Twenty fix Years 
| of Age; and made it his conſtant Cu- 
ſom to lay up a Halfpenny, and ſometimes a 
Penny, every Day, out of the Wages which he 
earned; by which, and a little good Management, 
he was able to purchaſe Two Cows, and Nine or 
Ten Sheep; the Profit of which paid for their 
Graſing, and added ſomething to what he was 
able to ſave out of his Wages.. 


I never happened to know what his Father's Name 
was; but will crave Leave to call him Deniz, | 
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He was a Papiſt, and bred up in great Igns. 
Fance, as ſuch poor People in Ireland generally 
are: But he abhorred Drunkenneſs, Lying, 
Cheating, Stealing, and all other [mmorality ; to 
which others of that Sort are too often much 
given. CR 

It was remarkable in him, that nothing could 
provoke him to curſe or ſwear (except he were 
| called to take his Oath before a Magiſtrate ;) and 
whenever he heard any ſuch wicked Expreſſions 
come from the Mouths of any of his Compa- 
nions, he always ſoberly rebuked them for it. 

Upon Sundays and Holidays he conſtantly went 
to Maſs (unleſs he were hindred by Sickneſs, or 
ſome unavoidable Accident) and there behaved 
himſelf with as much Devotion as could be ex- 
pected in an. ignorant Man, who underſtood not 
one Word of all that was ſaid by the Prieſt. And 
when Maſs was done, he always ſpent the remain- 
ing Part of Sunday quietly at home, or in the 
Company of ſome of the ſobereſt of his Neigh- 
bours, and of Holidays in ſome honeſt Labour. 
And when the Prieſt once reproved him for work- 
ing ona Haliday, he made Anſwer that he thought 
it was much better for him to ſpend the Remain- 
der of ſuch a Day in doing ſome Good for him- 
felf, or ſome of his Neighbours, than to waſte it 
in meer Paſtime, or at the Alehouſe, or in down- 
right Idleneſs. | 


Before he married, he took a Leaſe of as much | 


Land as would graze his few Cattle, and afford 
him a good Garden, and a ſmall Quantity. for 
Tillage. His Landlord would have obliged him, 


over and above his Rent, to have given him 


twenty Days Work every Year. But, ſays Denis, 


| if ] oblige my ſelf to leave my own Buſineſs, and 


work 


? 
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work ſo many Days for you, whenever you re- | 


quire me (perhaps in bad Weather or in Harveſt- 
time) I may thereby be too great a Loſer. And 
therefore I defire 
upon your Land, which I will endeayour honeſtly 


to pay you: But as for Duty-work, wherever 1 


go, I reſolve never to ſubject my ſelf to it. The 
Landlord thought he ſpoke with Diſcretion, and 
came to. an. Agreement for a certain yearly Rent 
in Money. 15 

When Denis had thus gotten a Place to fix 
himſelf upon, he choſe a modeſt, induſtrious 
young Woman for his Wife, and, within leſs than 
a Year after his Marriage, had a Son born to him, 
whom he called Daniel. - 

As ſoon: as Daniel was four Years of Age, he 
was ſent to an Engliſb School in the Neighbour- 
hood, and by the Time he came to Seven, could 
read perfectly well: Aſter which he always took 
ſo great a Delight in Reading, that he would leave 
his Play and all Diverſion for it. 
Very few of the Popiſb Laity being allowed to 
read the Holy Scriptures, or any Books written by 
Proteftants, the Books in which their Children are 
firſt trained up at School are commonly ſuch as 
theſe: The Seven Wiſe Maſters, The Hiſtory of 
Fortunatus, Gefla Romanorum, Valentins and Or- 


ſom, The Seven Champions of Chriſtendom, with 


divers.others of the like Sort. The romantic Sto- 
ries, of which theſe Books are full, made Daniel, 
whilſt he was a Child, exceeding fond of them: 
But when he grew up to more Diſcretion, he 
took more Delight in other Books (as he could get 
them or borrow them) in which he found more 
uſeful and ſatisfactory Knowledge. And thus Da- 
uiel ſpent almaſt all the Time that could be 3 
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| from the Buſineſs in which his Father employed 
him, untiſſhe came to the Age of eighteen Years. 

I muſt not here omit to take Notice that Da- 
niel's Father and Mother, being very ſtrict in their 
Morals, always took great Care to breed up their | 
Children in the fame good Way, and to beget 
in them the greateſt Abhorrence of all that Wick- | 
edneſs, which every Day they could not but ſee , 
and hear to be practiſed by many others. And Da- 
niel having read ſeveral Books of plain practical 


Piety (which one way or other came to his Hands) h 
was thereby very much confirmed in virtuous I 
Principles. "LY ne 
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Daniel's Conference with a Romiſh Prieſt 
about Reading the Holy Scriptures. 


D ANTE L was naturally very inquiſitive after 
Knowledge of all Sorts, as he had Oppor- 
tunity for it: But, above all, he was moſt care- 
fully attentive to thoſe rational Arguments,.which 
by Men of all Religions are brought to prove 
the Certainty of a Life to come, in which our 
Happineſs or Miſery will entirely depend upon our 
good or evil Behaviour in this Life: And when 
he came to be about ſeventeen Years of Age, he 
was very induſtrious to inform himſelf touching 
every thing that is neceſſary to eternal Salvation. 
In order to which he diligently read fuch Books 5 F« 
were. put into his Hands by the Romiſb Clergy: Ne 
And happening to meet with two or three plain 


little Books written againſt Popery, he carefully 


2 

rad them alſo. And finding that both Parties in- 
ſiſted upon the Authority of the Holy Scriptures, 
he reſolved to apply himſelf to the Study of tbem, 
without which he thought it impoſſible for him to 

judge which Side was in the Right. Upon which 
he privately applied himſelf to the Prieſt who was 

ö his Confeſſor, and deſired his Leave that he might 
N read the Bible. * 1175 
: The Prieſt was ſhock'd at this Requeſt of his, 
! JF anddefiring to put him by from his Deſign, told 
) him that the Authentic Bible was only extant in the 
1 Latin Tongue ; which Language, ſays he, you do 
not underſtand, and therefore cannot read it. 

* But, ſays Daniel, J have often heard it ſaid, 
* that there is no material Difference between our 
Latin Bible and the Engliſh Tranſlation of 
© it, that is among the Proteſtants; and I have 
“heard ſome of our moſt learned Clergy ſay, 

f that they would be content to try the whole 
* Controverſy that is between us and the Prote- 
“ ftlants, even by the Proteflants own Bible. I 
„pray then why may I not read the Holy Scrip- 
* tures in the Engliſh Tongue? + 9 4 
The Holy Scriptures (ſays the Prieſt) are very 
* hard to be underſtood: And if ſuch a one as 
you undertakes the Reading of them, he will be 
* in great Danger of miſinterpreting them, and 
thereby of being miſled into pernicious Errors 
* and Hereſies, which are deſtructive of Salva» 
l tion. Your ſafeſt Way, therefore, is to take your 
; Religion upon the Authority of the Church, 
I. and not- to perplex your ſelf with ſtudying the 
k Scriptures, which are beyond your Underſtand- 
ing. 

. * But (Gays Daniel) ſince the Profeſſion of the 
oh fre Religion is certainly the chiefeſt, if not the 
"Ml ' ba only 
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C. only Mark of the true Church; how is it poR- 


« eſt Guide he can get: And if his Guide mil- 
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4 ble ſor me to know which is the true Church, 

except I firſt inform my ſelf what the true Re- 
4 ligion is? and from whence can I with Cer. 
E tainty have the Information, but from the 
Mord of Ged, which all ' Chriſtians own the 
< ' Holy: Scriptures to be? He that is blind muſt 
< be content to follow the beſt and honeſt- 
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< leads him, our good God will puniſh not the 
* poor blind Man who cannot help ir, but the 
4 Guide, who ought to have known better 
© Things. But fince God has given me ſome 
© Degree of Reaſon. and Underſtanding, I think 


{ 


e my ſelf obliged to make the beſt Inquiry 


<I:can into the Way of Salvation, and if, for 
4 want of: ſuch Inquiry, I ſhould run the Ha- 
<«-zard-of being miſled, I cannot but think that 
God would puniſn me for my Negligence. 
6 In the Books written by Raman  Catholicks for 
& the Uſe of the common People, I have often 
<- met with Sentences taken out of the H 
& Scriptures, which are as plain and intelligible 
* as any Words can be: And if I read the 
c the whole Bible over, I ſuppoſe I ſhall meet 
er with many more ſuch eaſy Paſſages, of which 
© I ſhall endeavour to make the beſt Uſe; and 
<& as for all thoſe which are doubtful or difficult, Bel 
J ſhall not take upon me to interpret them; ¶ But 
“ nor will I offer to form any Opinion from his 
ct ſuch Paſſages as are obſcure, except they areſ of | 
& plainly cleared up to my Satisfaction. ture 
It was not poſſible to give a ſatisfactory An- then 
ſwer to what was thus plainly and rationally nexi 
urged: by Daniel: And therefore the Prieſt didi elf, 
not attempt it; but only. gave him a Charge 1 | 


i $ 

to diſobey the Church, in reading the Bible wich- 
out a Licence. © Sir, (ſays Daniel) I chink that 
« God has given me a ſufficient Licence to read 
a and ſtudy his Holy Word; and if you ean 
„prove that He bas given Authority to the 
„Church to reſtrain me from it, - I ſhall 
+ i © readily obey.” And thus the Converſation 
„ Y between Daniel and his Conſeſſor, for that Time, 
2 ended. 
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* The Succeſs of Daniel's Reading the 
for Holy Scriptures. 

Jas 


hat B EFORE Daniel began to ſtudy the Holy 
Scriptures (which was about the eighteenth 
Year of his' Age) he was very well informed 
what thoſe Doctrines of Religion are wherein 
the Proteſtants and the Remani/ts agree; and 
what the peculiar Tenets of the Church of Rome 
are, which by the Proteftants are rejected. All 
thoſe Doctrines, about which we have no Con- 
troverſy with the Church of Rome, he chere 
tound to be very plainly delivered, as far as th 
Belief of them is required from us by God. 
But as for the Peculiar Tenets of his Church, to 
his great Amazement, he could find no Footſteps 
Jof them; and what few Paſſages of Holy Srrip- 
ture he had read or heard urged in Favour- of 
An- them, as ſoon as he came to obferve the Con- 
nexion of thoſe ſame Paſſages in the Scripture it 
ich ſelf, he plainly found them them to be- diſtorted 


| | | wu? RR | 
f and wreſted from their manifeſt Intent and Mean. MW | 
| ing. Some of the Inſtances hereof which he par- | 
| ticularly remarked were theſe : | 
4 | | He had from his Childhood been taught, under | 
the Pain of eternal Damnation, to believe that 
{ the Roman Church was the only Catholic and 
| Apoſtolic Church, the Mother and Miftreſs of 
all Churches, and that the Pope or Biſhop of ] 
0 Rome is the Succeſſor of St. Peter, Prince of te 
| Apoſtles, and Vicar of Jeſus Chriſt; on which M | 
N Account all Chriſtians are bqund to be obedient MW t 
to him. But in all the Hoh Scriptures he could MF ) 
not find the leaſt Suggeſtion of any of theſe Things, M #7 
St. Paul has written a large Epiſtle to the Romans, ( 
that is, to the Church of Rome, of which it is pre- 
- tended that St. Peter was at that Time Biſhop. WM t 
But in all this Epiſtle he does not give the leaſt . 
Intimation of any ſuch Privilege belonging to t 
that Church or the Biſhop of it: Neither does f 
he therein make the leaſt mention of St. Peter, l 
although, ar the Concluſion of it, he ſalutes no h 
lefs than Twenty-ſix Perſons by Name. 0 
The ſame St. Paul, when he mentions the Ah. n 
files, as being the Firſt in the Church of Chriſt; i 


1 Cor. xii. 28, and Eph. iv. 11. gives not the leaſt W + 
Hint of any Superiority or Precedency that belong- u 
ed to St. Peter: On the contrary, he declares that e 


he himſelf was not a whit behind the very chiefoſt WF © 
Apoſtles; 2 Cor. xii. 11. And when Peter was WF th 
come to Antioch, I withſtoad him to the Face, lays | 

he, becauſe he was to be blamed,” Gal. ii. 11. hi 
Many Things are, in the New Teſtament, re- 
corded of St, Peter ; but no Intimation is there 
given, either that he was Biſhop of Rome or ap- 
pointed by Chriſt to that particular Office. And he 
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e 
—_— ever he were Biſhop of that Place; yet Daniel 
could find no ſuch Evidence for it, as to make 
it an Article of Faith. ie Ft. 
St. Peter, in both his Epiſtles, takes to himſelf 
no higher Title than that of an Apeftle of Jeſus 
1 Chriſt; Chap. 1. v. x. And in his firſt Epiſtle, 
2 Chap. v. v. 1. he ſtyles himſelf an Elder. But if 
he had been the Vicar of Chriſt, and Prince of the 
Apoſtles ;, certainly he would have ſo mentioned 
himſelf; that his Epiſtles might thereby have had 
the ſtronger Influence upon all Chriſtians. 
When Daniel firſt read thoſe Words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour, ſpoken to St. Peter, Mat. xvi. 
18. Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will 
build my Church; he did not well know what to 
think of them. But when he came to thoſe 
Words of St. Paul, Eph. ii. 19, 20. where we 
are told that Chriſtians, being the Heuſbold of 
God, are built upon the Foundation of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets (no Diſtinction being there made 
between St. Peter and the reſt) Jeſus Chriſt Him- 
ſelf being the Chief Corner-Stone ; and compared 
them with thoſe other Words of the fame Apo- 
ſtle, x Cor, iii. 11. Other Foundation can no Man 
lay but that is laid, which is JESUS CHRIST; 
he very plainly ſaw that the Rack, upon which 
our Saviour intended to build His Church, was 
not St. Peter any more than the reſt of the Apo- 
ſtles ; but Chriſt himſelf, that is to fay, that Faith 
in Chriſt was to be the Foundation or Rock, upon 
which the Chriſtian Church was for ever to be 
eſtabliſhed. In which Belief he was throughly 
confirmed by looking back and well conſidering 
the whole Paſſage. 

Our Saviour (v. 15.) had put this Queſtion to 
his Diſciples, 7/hom ſay ye that I am? Simon Pe- 
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ter (making a ready Profeſſion of his Faith) an- 
ſwered and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the Son of the 
living God. And Jeſus anſwered and ſaid unto 
him: Bleſſed art thou Simon Bar: Jona: For Fl:ſh 
and Blood hath not revealed it unto thee; but my 
Father which is in Heaven. And I ſay unto thee, 
that thou art Peter ; and upon this Rack (that is 
to ſay, this Faith of which thou haſt now made 
Profeſſion) 1 will build my Church. This is the 
Rock, this is the Foundation upon which my 
Church. is for ever to be ſupported; and the 
Gates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt It. 

It is not to be wondred that Daniel, being a 
very inquiſitive young Man, ſhould make ſuch 
obvious Remarks as theſe : Eſpecially if we con- 
ſider with what a ſerious and impartial View he 


betook himſelf to the Study of the Holy Scrip- | 
tures; and that, for three Years together, he made 


this his chief Employment upon every Sunday, 
and at all other Times that he could get for his 
Retirement. 


Daniel had been taught, under Pain of Dam- | 
nation, to believe that the Saints, departed this 


Life, are to be worſhipped and prayed to. But 
throughout the whole Bible he could find no 
manner of Command or Example for any ſuch 
Prayers or Worſhip. He could not but obſerve 
that St. Paul expreſsly forbids the worſhipping of 
Angels, Col. ii. 18. and that the: Angels them- 
ſelves utterly refuſe all ſuch Worſhip; of which 
he took Notice of two very remarkable In- 
ſtances; Rev. xix. 10. and xxii. 8, 9. If 
then (thought he) no ſuch Worſhip ought to be 
given to the Bleſſed Angels; what Reaſon can 
there be why we ſhould ſo worſhip the Saints 
8 50 departed; 
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departed ; and this without any Command from 
God for it? | | 

He had been taught, under Pain of Damna- 
tion, to believe that Honour and Worſhip ought 
to be given to the Images of Chriſt, the Virgin 
Mary, and the other Saints: At which he was 
aſtoniſhed when he read the Second Command- 
ment, and ſo many other Paſſages of Scripture, 
where the Worſhip of Images is abſolutely for- 
bidden. 

He had been taught to make the Belief of Pur- 
a WM z#tory a neceſſary Article of his Faith; and had 
h WF often been told by his Prieſt, that this ſame Pur- 
- gatory (according to the Catechiſm of their 
de Church) was a Fire, by which the Souls of the 
p- W Prous, being for a determined Time tormented, are 
le WM -xprated. But in all the Bible he could not find 
y, the leaſt Word of any ſuch Purgatory Fire. The 
1is only Paſſage, which, at the firſt Glance ſeemed 
to look that Way, was what St. Paul ſays, 
2 Cor. iii. 13. Every Man's Work ſhall be made 
manifeſt — — Becauſe it ſhall be revealed by Fire, 
and the Fire ſhall try every Man's Work of what 
bert it is, &c. When Daniel had conſidered 
this whole Paſſage, from the Beginning of the 
Ninth to the End of the Fifteench Verſe, he 
plainly ſaw that Fire was there mentioned only 
by way of Similitude or Compariſon ; that as the 
Purity of Gold is tried by the Fire, fo will there 
be a Trial of the Yorks, of which he is there 
ſpeaking : Nor is there the leaſt Intimation that 
this Fire (whatever is meant by it) is for the 
tormenting of Souls in order to their being ex- 
prated. | wy 
Upon this Occaſion, he often thought of thoſe 
Words, Rev. xiv. 13. Bleſſed are the Dead | 
B 2 ie 
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die in the Lord from benceforth; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reft from their Labours : 
Which Paſſage did not ſeem to him to be con- 
ſiſtent with their being tormented in Purgatory ; 
where it is ſuppoſed their Souls may for a long 
Time continue, if they are not delivered by 
Maſſes or a Plenary Indulgence. 

From many plain Paſſages of Scripture, Da- 
niet was convinced that if, by true Faith and 
ſincere Repentance, a Man had made his Peace 
wich God, and ſo continued to the Time of his 
Death; his Sins were fully pardoned through 
the Propitiation of Chriſt's Death, and therefore 
needed not any other Expiation. 

In the Celebration of JM ASS, Daniel had 
obſerved that the Prieſt, upon ſome Occa- 
ſions, diſtinctly pronounced this Word Oremus, 
and then mage a little Pauſe before he went on. 
His Cu icſity prompred him to enquire what the 
Meaning of this Word was; and when he was 
told that. it ſignified, Let us pray, and was a Call 
to the People to join in Prayer with the Prieſt; 
he could not but demand how it was poſſible 
that the People, who underſtood not a Word of 
Latin, could join in Prayers that were made in 
thar Language. Bur when he had read and well 
conſidered the fourteenth Chapter of St. Pauls 
Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, he was fully con- 
vinced that the Practice of the Church of Rome, 
in having all their Public Worſhip in that Lar- 
guage, which very few of the Common People 
underſtand, was directly contrary both to Rea- 
ſon, and to the plain Doctrine of that Apoſtle. 
Nor could he imagine why this Practice is {till 


kept up, except it be to keep the People in Ig- 


norance. 
Many 
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Many Paſſages of Scripture he met with, whereby 
we are. ſufficiently aſſured that, if we humbly ac- 
knowledge and confeſs our Sins unto God, and hear- 
tily repent and amend our Lives, we ſhall obtain par- 
don and Forgiveneſs, thro' the Mercy of God and 
the Mediation of Fe/us Chriſt, who gave himſelf 
to be a Propitiation for us. He was alſo of O- 
pinion that in many Caſes, it might be a great 
Comfort to a penitent Sinner, to make the State. 
of his Conſcience fully known to ſome grave 


and diſcreet Paſtor of the Church, from whom 


he might receive farther Aſſurance of God's Par- 
don, together with wholeſome ſpiritual Advice 
for his Soul's Health. But he could no where 
find that God had commanded every Man to 
make a particular private Confeſſion of all his 
Sins to a Prieſt, as the Church of Rome requires 
them, under pain of Damnation, to do. And it 
was no {mall Scandal to him to find that, in that 
Church, Men are encouraged to believe, that, 
however wicked their whole Lives may have 
been, yet, if upon their Death-bed they are ſorry 
for their Sins, and, upon a full Confeſſion of chem 
to a Prieſt, receive his Abſolution for them, they 
ſhall certainly be ſaved, altho* for ſome Time 
they may be detained in Purgatory; from whence 
they make ſure to be ſoon delivered, if a few 
Maſſes are ſaid for them, which may be purchaſ- 
ed for Money. Upon which Confidence a great 
many Men go boldly on in the Practice of 
Lewdneſs, Drunkenneſs, and many other Sins, 
both of Commiſſion and Omiſſion, even to the 
N End of their Days. HY% 
t is needleſs to give a particular Account of 
al the Reflections which Daniel made upon the 
worſhipping of Relicks, Pilgrimages, Extreme 
| B 3 Unction 


(6) 
Unction, and all the reſt of the Doctrines and 
Practices of the Roman Church, of which he 
could find no Footſteps in the Holy Scriptures. 
But his Thoughts of the Doctrine of Tranſub- 
antiation, and the Conſequences of it, ought 
not, I think, here to be omitted. 

He had been taught, under pain of Damna- 
tion, to believe, that, in the Holy Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper, the Bread and Wine are ſub- 
ſtantially converted, or changed into the real Body 
and Blood of Chriſt, and that, under the Appea- 
rances of Bread and Wine, Chri/t Himſelf (Body, 
Blood, Soul, and Divinity) was totally and ſub- 
ſtantially preſent, and ſwallowed down alive into 
the Stomach of every one who received the Sa- 
crament: That the Sacrament it ſelf (or the Hit, 
as they commonly call it) was to be worſhipped 
with the very ſame Worſhip that is due to God 
Himſelf: That in this Sacrament Chriſt is offer- 
ed up as a true, proper, and propitiatory Sacrifice 
for the Living and the Dead: And that under 
one Kind only, whole and entire Chriſt and a 
true Sacrament is received. For all which won- 
derful Doctrine, Daniel could find no Founda- 
tion in Scripture, but this alone, That, when 
Chriſt firſt inſtituted this Holy Sacrament, He 
gave Bread and a Cup to his Apoſtles, and (aid, 
This is my Body, this is my Blood, Mat. xxvi. 
26, Sc. Which Words the Church of Rome will 
have to be taken in the ſtricteſt literal Senſe 
And if this Foundation fails, the whole Fabric 
of theſe Doctrines, which are built upon it, muſt 
of Neceſſity fall to the Ground. _ : 

Upon this Daniel thus reaſoned within him- 


ſelf; © If all the Words of Holy Scripture are | 


* thus to be literally underſtood, then we mult 
| $89 « believe 
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© helieve that God (who is an Infinite SPIRIT) 
*-has Hands, Arms, and other Members like a 
© Human Body, with many more Abſurdities. 
1 © Or if all the Words of Chrift Himſelf are thus 
; to be taken, then we on believe that Chriſt 
is literally a Door, Joh. x. 9. a Shepherd, ver. 
* 11. a Vine, a true Vine, Chap. xv. 1. and that 
« th Cup (which literally ſignifies not the Li- 
* quor but the Yee! which contains it) that 
” the Cup (I fay) is literally the New Teftament 
in Chri/s Blood, Luk. xxii. 20. with many 
* more Things that never entred into the 
1 * Thoughts of any Chriſtian, or Man of com- 
| © mon Senſe. What other Reaſon then can be 
WM © given why all Men agree to take thouſands of + 
: © Expreſſions, in Holy Scripture and other Books 
and Diſcourſes, not in a literal, but altogether 
in a figurative Senſe, . it be this, that 
„where the literal Senſe of an Expreſſion is 
gen abſurd, and the figurative Senſe of 
Wo. plain and reaſonable, and agreeable to the 
common Way of ſpeaking, there the for- 
* mer ſhould be rejected, and the latter taken ? 
Nou if we take thoſe Words of our Saviour 
„(215 is my Body, This is my Blood) in a li- 
feral Senſe, a Train of Abſurdities, directly 
* contrary. to the Senſes and Reaſon 'of Man- 
kind, will moſt manifeſtly follow: But if we 
© take them figuratively, as if our Saviour had 
 faid, This is the Repreſentation | of my Body, 
* and of my Blood; there is nothing herein but 
„ What is agreeable to Reaſon, and to the com- 

mon Way of Speech among Mankind.“ 
Touching the Offering up of Chrift as a Pra- 
a oO Sacrifice in the Celebration of the Sa- 
crament 


( 20 ) 
crament of the Lord's Supper, or the Maſs, 
as the Romaniſts call it, Daniel had been in- 
formed that a Propitiatory Sacrifice is nothing 
elſe but a Sacrifice for Sin, in order to the aton- 
ing or appeaſing God's Wrath againſt it, and ob- 
taining the Remiſſion, or Pardon of it. Upon 
this he took great Notice of the Words of the 
Apoſtle, Heb. ix. 22. Without ſhedding of Blood 
is no Remiſſion; and of God's own Words to the 
People of 1/rael, Lev. xvii. 11. The Life of the 
Fleſh is in the Blood; and I have given it to you 
upon the Altar to make an Atonement for your 
Souls : For it is the Blood that maketh an Atone- 
ment for the Soul, From which two Paſſages, in 
Conjunction with all the Accounts which we 
have of ſuch Sacrifices in the Old Teſtament, he 
gathered, Firſt, That nothing can be made 3 
true, proper, propitiatory Sacrifice, but that which 
has Blood and Life: And, Secondly, That the 
Blood of ſuch a Sacrifice muſt neceſſarily be /hed, 


and the Life of ir taken away. And that the 


conſtant Practice of the People of Jſrael, in of- 
fering ſuch Sacrifices, was agreeable to this No- 
tion of them, he found was not denied. 
Here then again, Daniel thus reaſoned with 
himſelf, *© Will any Man fay, that the Blood of 
“ Chriſt is ſhed, and His Life takin away in the 
& Celebration of the AZaſs ? And if not, how 
© can he be there of eres as a true, proper, pro- 
« pitiatory Sacrifice? | 

Daniel alſo took much Notice of the follow- 
ing Words of the Apoſtle, Heb, ix. 24. &c. 
Chriſt is not entred into the Holy Places made 
with Hands; which are the Figures of the True, 


but into Heaven it ſelf, now to appear in thi 
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Preſence of God for us: Nor yet that He ſhould 
offer: Himſelf OH TE N, as the High Prieft en- 
treth into the Holy Place every Year with the 
Blond of others: (For then muſt he OFTEN 
have ſuffered ſince the Foundation of the World). 
but naw ONCE, in the End of the World, 
hath he. appeared to put away Sin by the Sacrifice 
of Himſelf. From whence it appeared very plain 
to him, Fir/t, That our Saviour's offering Him- 
ſelf, as a Sacrifice for Sin, was by his ſuffering 
Death upon the Croſs: Secondly, That if he 
had been OFTEN to be offered in Sacrifice, 
he muſt OFT EN have ſuffered: And there- 
fore ſince, in the Celebration of the Maſs, He 
does not ſuffer (as He did u the Croſs) 
He is not there 9 crifice; And Third- 
ly, That His CE offering of Himſelf in 
$a:r77fice-upog the Croſs is ſufficient for the put- 
Lin (provided th we truly repent 
therefore that there is no Neceſſity 
that He / ſnould often be offered in Sacrifice. | 
the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, This 
emembrance of me, Luk. xxil. 19. and 
thoſe of St. Paul, As often as ye cat this Bread 
and drink this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 
till he come, 1 Cor. xii. 26. Daniel was very ſen- 
ible that this Holy Sacrament was appointed for 
a Commemoration of the Sacrifice of Chriſt upon 
the Croſs: And from thoſe other Words of Sr. 
Paul, The Cup of Bleſſing which we. bleſs, Is it 
not the Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ? The 
Bread which we break, Is it not the Communion 
of the Body of Chriſt ? 1 Cor. x. 16. he was no 
leſs ſenſible that this Bread and this Cup are 
the Means ordained by God, whereby we do 


Commute. 


(22) 
tommunicate in, or participate of the Benefits of 
that Sacrifice. But that Chriſt Himſelf is truly 
and properly ſacrificed as often as Maſs" is' cele- 
brated, appeared to him to be a moſt groundleſs 
Fancy. 1 

As to the worſhipping of the Holy Sacrament 
with the ſame Worſhip that is due to God: Be- 
ſides that Daniel could not find the leaſt Intima- 


tion of any ſuch Thing in all the Bible, he thus 


reaſoned with himſelf: © Certainly that Wor- 
ce ſhip which is due to God, the Great and Infi- 
ce nite Creator of Heaven and Earth, ought to 
ce be given to none but Himſelf, who will not 
& give his Glory to another; Iſai. xlviii. 1 1. Nor 
& could I thus Worſhip the Son and the Holy 
« Ghoſt, if the Scripture did not convince me 
that they are one God together with the Fa- 
ce ther which I believe by Faith, altho' it is 
* beyond my Rea ſon to comprehend it. Now 
* when a Prieſt conſecrates a Wafer, Does this 
ce Conſecration change the Wafer into God, with- 
* out the leaſt Appearance of any Alteration 
« made in it? If ſo; I defire that it may be 
ce clearly proved from the Mord of God : But if 
ce not, How can I, with a ſafe Conſcience, give 
Divine Worſhip to it? And if the Prieſt has 
© happened to make any Miſtake in the Per- 
& formance of this Conſecration (many of which 
&« I am told there are, that render the Conſe- 
« cration altogether null and void) What is it 
« then which the People Worſhip? Certainly 
ce (faid Daniel) Divine Worſhip ought always to 
ce be grounded upon Faith (for how ſhall they call 
ce on him in whom they have not believed? Rom. 
«x. 14.) And how can I be ſure, with the 
E Certainty 
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Certainty of Faith, that the Prieſt is nevet 


e miſtaken in any Thing that is neceſſary to the 
due Conſecration of the Holy Sacrament?” 
Daniel had obſerved that in every Place of the 
New Teſtament, where the Receiving of this 
Holy Sacrament is directed or commanded, ex- 
preſs mention is made of the Cup. Our Bleſſed 
Saviour gave the Cup to His Diſciples ſaying, 
Drink ye all of it; Mat. xxvi. 26. And they al! 
drank of it, Mar. xiv. 23. The Cup is alſo ex- 
preſsly mentioned, Zuk. xxii. 20. and 1 Cor. xi. 
25, &c. and v. 28. Let a Man examine himſelf, 
and ſo let him eat of that Bread, and DRINK 
OF THAT CUP, fays St. Paul. From 
all which Paſſages, it appeared moſt plain that 
Chriſtians are as much commanded to drink of 
the Cup, as to eat of the Bread in this Holy Sa- 
crament : And conſequently, that to deprive the 
People of the Cup is a moſt- manifeſt Violation 
of Cbriſts own Inſtitution. 


——_— 


CHAP. IV. 


Obſervations made by Daniel in his going 
through the Holy Scriptures. 


H E principal View, with which Daniel firſt 
betook himſelf to the Study of the Holy 
Scriptures, was that by their Light he might the 
better inform his Underſtanding and Judgment 
touching the Points in Controverſy between the 
Proteflants and Church of Rome: And in this 
Study he ſpent almoſt all the Time- he could 
be Maſter of, for more than three Years ; * 
|  WAailc 
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which he read but little in any other Book ex- 
cept the Bible; with which when he became 
thfoughly acquainted, he again ſer himſelf to read 
other Books; and whatever Doctrines of Reli- 
gion he found advanced in any of them, he 
thought he had as good a Right as the People 
of Berea to ſearch the Scriptures daily, whether Wl 
thoſe Things were ſo. Acts xvii. 11. The Mini- 
ſter of the Pariſh freely lent, and ſometimes WW 
gave him ſuch Books as he thought would be 
of moſt Service to him, and among the reſt, two 
or three that very plainly proved the Truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and the Divine Autho-Wl 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, with which Daniel 
was much fatisfied and delighted, © 
By the diligent Attention that Daniel always 
gave to every thing which he read, he very much 
improved the natural Capacity of his Mind: In- 
ſomuch that, beſides the Knowledge which he had 
gotten in the Romiſb Controverſies, he made 
many other Obſervations, chiefly grounded on 
the Holy Scriptures; of which I ſhall now give 
ſome Account, that thereby it may appear how 
far a Man of common Underſtanding may make 
a Progreſs in the Knowledge of Religion, if he 
carefully ſets himſelf to it. | 

. He had often taken Notice that every Man, 
and other living Creature, every 'Tree and Plant 
of the Field, every Houſe and other 'Thing fram- 
ed and faſhioned by the Art of Man, that all 
theſe Things had a Begining of their Being 
But how this whole World firſt began to Be was a 
Thing that often puzzled him, until he read the 
Bible; by many Paſſages of which, as well as the 
firſt Chapter of Geneſis, and by his own Reaſon, 
he was fully convinced that this World was = 
I. 1 made 


= (25) N 
e by Blind Chance, which could never jum- 
po very many Things together, into that beau- 
ful and uſeful Order, in which we now behold 
hem: Neither was it made by what Men com- 
only call Nature, which is as Blind as Chance 
(elf, if it be not guided by a Superior Power. 
it was framed and faſhioned, and put into 
War Order, in which we ſee it, by the Wiſdom  - 
id Power of God, who is Eternal. For if God 
Were not Eternal, without any Beginning of his 
ing, Daniel moſt manifeſtly ſaw that Nothing - 
buld* poſſibly have ever been produced or 
bught to Be. 
He took great Notice of the very different 
ay of the Creation of Man from that of all 
er living Creatures. Theſe were by God's 
mand produced out of the Earth and the 
ater, and derive what Souls they have, as well 
their Bodies, altogether from thoſe Elements, 
t the Waters bring forth, &c. ſays God, Ger. i. 
And, Let the Earth bring forth, &c. v. 24, 
hut alcho* the Lord God formed Man (that 
to ſay his Body) of the Duf? of the Ground, 
== He Himſelf breathed into his Noftrils the 
eath of Life, whereby Man became a Living 
= Gen. ii. 7. All Brutes are acted and guid- 
Dy certain Inclinations, which we call In/tin#s, 
Planted in their Nature, which they have no 
er to reſiſt: But the noble Faculty of Rea- 
with which Mar is endowed, enables him 
guide, conduct, and controul even his ſtrong. 
Natural Inclinations, whenever he foreſees 
Wy Evil or Inconvenience that would ariſe from 


WE following of them. This is that Image of God 


lich A was created, and whereby he is 
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enabled to exerciſe that Dominion. which God 
has given him over other Creatures. Gen. i. 26, 
27. From which Conſideration, joined with ma- 
ny other paſſages of Scripture and the Reaſon of 
Things, Daniel firmly concluded that the Soul of 
Man is Immortal, and does not periſh, when by 
Death it is ſeparated from the Body. 

Daniel look d upon Reaſon, as being the Voice 
of God ſpeaking unto Man in a natural Way : 
And, by a due Attendance even to this Voice a- 
lone, he thought that every Man might be fully 
convinced that it is God's Will that all Mankind 
ſhould honour, worſhip, and adore Him their 
Great Creator, and that they ſhould live ſoberly, 
temperately, chaſtely, juſtly, and honeſtly among 
themſelves ; as alſo that he who knowingly acts 
contrary to the Will of God, may juſtly expect 
to be ſeverely puniſhed for it, and that he who 
ſincerely endeavours to obey and pleaſe God, in 
every Thing, may reaſonably expect to be re- 
warded : And, Laſtly, That if theſe Rewards and 
Puniſhments are not ſufficiently diſtributed in this 
Life, there certainly will be a Life to come, for 
the due Diſtribution of them. 

This being ſo, ir aſtoniſhed him to find that 
our Firſt Parents, Adam and Eve, ſo ſoon became 
diſobedient to God; and that in all Ages, from 
the very beginning of the World, Wickedneſs of 
all Sorts has ſo far prevailed among Mankind. 
And altho* they, who, by fir? going aſtray mil- 
lead other Men, have nothing to plead in Excuſe 
for themſelves; yet (thought he) what ſhall be- 
come of many Millions of Men, who all along 
have, and every Day do tranſgreſs the Laws of 
God out of meer Ignorance, and becauſe they 

never 


„„ 
never have been inſtructed in them? Muſt all 
theſe be eternally damned without Diſtinction? 

From theſe perplexing Thoughts he was ſoon 
relieved by conſidering what his own Reaſon in 
ſome Meaſure ſuggeſted, and the Holy Scriptures 
more fully made known to him, That with Righ- 
teoufneſs God will judge the World, and the Peo- 
ple with Equity, Pal. xcviii. 9. And that as many 
as have ſinned without Law, fhall alſo periſh with- 
out Lato; and as many as have ſinned in the Lato, 
ſhall be judged by the Law, Rom. i. 12. From 
whence he concluded, Firſt, That God will 
judge no Man by a Law, of which he has been 
alrogether ignorant, and never had the Oppor- 
tunity of knowing: Secondly, That all fuch 
Men fhall be judged by their own Conſciences, by 
the Law written in their Hearts, to which their 
Conſcience bears Witneſs, Rom. i. 15. So that 
when, at the laſt Great Day, any Man fhall be 
condemned by God, he will be ſenſible in his 
on Conſcience, that he juſtly deſerves the Puniſh- 
ment inflicted on him. 

Daniel, upon this Occaſion, called to mind 
the Words of our Bleſſed Saviour, Mat xi. 21. 
Wie unto thee Chorzzin, Moe unto thee Bethſaida: 
For if the mighty Works which were done in you, 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they vould have 
repented long ago in Sackcloth and Aſhes. But [I 
ſay unto you, it fhall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon in the Day of Judgment than for you + 
Upon which he made this Reflection, © If the 
People of Tyre and Sidon (who were Hea- 
y thens and  Idolators) ſhall meet with ſuch a 
5 tolerable Sentence in the Day of Judgment; 
a and that for this Reaſon, becauſe God fore- 
la that, if they had had the fame powerful 
C.2. Evidence 


(28) 
* Evidence of the Truth of the Goſpel that o- 
de thers had, they would have repented and turned 
«© to God; how do I know but that there have 
ter been, are, and will be very many more in the 
© ſame or like Circumſtances.? All which is ma- 
4 nifeſtly grounded upon that moſt - equitable 
* Rule which our Saviour lays down, and every 
© Man's Reaſon muſt aſſent to: That Servant 
ce which knew his Lord's Mill, and prepared not 
ce himſelf, neither did according to his. Will, ſhall 
ec be beaten with many Stripes. But he that knew 
ce not, and did commit Things worthy of Stripes, 
ce ſhall be beaten with few Stripes. For unto 
cc whomſoever much is given, of him (and of him 
« only, in Proportion to what he has received, 
ce Mat. xxv. 14, &c.) ſhall much be required, 
Luk. xxii. 47. | 

Theſe Conſiderations made Daniel look with 
great Abhorrence upon the Uncharitableneſs and 
barbarous Cruelty of the Romaniſts, who peremp- 
torily pronounce eternal Damnation on af who 
live and die out of their Communion, notwith- 
ſtanding that they believe in Jeſus Chriſt and 
I-ad moſt virtuous Lives; and this without mak- 
ing any Allowance for the invincible Prejudices 
of Education: Altho' at the ſame Time they 


maintain, that if a Man leads a moſt wicked and | 
profligate Life, yet if, before his Death, even the 


Fear of Hell makes him ſorry for his Sins, and 
he confeſſes them to a Prieſt, receives his Ab- 


ſolution, and dies within the Pale of their Church, | 
he ſhall certainly be ſaved; altho for ſome Time 


he may be tormented in Purgatory. - 


Daniel took great Notice that, To preſerve 


the Knowledge of the True Gd from being ut- 


terly 
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terly extinguiſhed among Mankind, who had al- 
moſt uniyerfally perverted their Ways ; God was 
pleaſed by Revelation to make Himſelf more 
fully known to ſome particular Men, ſuch as 
Mah, Melchiſedech, Job, Abraham,. Iſaac, and 
Pente and afterwards to make Choice of the 

eople of IJſrael, to whom, by Moſes and the 
Prophets, He gave more Inſtruction touching 
Himſelf and His Laws. Daniel alſo concluded 
that, when the People of Iſrael and Judah were, 
for their Sins, carried away in Captivity into far 
diſtant Countries, by this Means the Knowledge 
of the true God was in ſome Meaſure propagat- 
ed among the Heathen Nations; of which he 
met with ſome Inſtances in the Book of the Pro- 
phet Daniel and elſewhere. And this he look d 
upon as the Way whereby God thought fit to 
prepare the World for that full and complete 
Revelation of Himſelf and His Holy Will, which 
afterwards was made known by Jeſus Chriſt and 
His Apoſtles, who were ſent to teach all Nations, 
Mat xxviii. 19. 

For ſome Time, Daniel did not know the 
Meaning of the Word APOCRYP HA, un- 
der which Title, he took Notice that ſome Books, 
placed at the End of the Ola Teflament, are com- 
prehended. But when he was informed that theſe 
Apocryphal Books, or any of them, were not ori- 
ginally written in the Hebrew Tongue, nor ever re- 
ceived among the Fews (unto whom were commit- 
ted the Oracles of God; Rom. iii. 2.) he could 
not look upon them as any part of the Old Te- 


Hament, altho? he met with many uſeful Things 
we in them. 
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(39) 5 
In ſome of theſe Apocryphal Books, particularly 
in that called, The iſdom of Solomon, the 13th, 
14th, and 15th Chapters, and in that of Baruch, 
Chap. vi. called, The Epiſtle of Feremiah, he found 
a great deal ſaid againſt te M orſbip of Images, 
which he was not able to reconcile with the 
Practice of the Church of Rome : But in none of 
them could he find any Thing favourable to any 
of the Peculiar Tenets of that Church, except 
one Paſſage in the Second Book of the Maccabees, 
Chap. xxii. v. 45. where the mating a Reconcili- 
ation for the Dead is ſpoken of with Approba- 
tion. But when from the Second Chapter of 
this Book, v. 23. he was informed that the whole 
was only an Abr:dgment of a Hiſtory written by 
one Jaſan of Cyrene, and found the Author ma- 
king an Apology for his Performance, in theſe 
Words (ſo far beneath the Dignity of an inſpired 
Writer) V bave done well, and as is fitting the 
Story, it is that which I deſired But if flender- 
ly and meanly, it is that which I could attain unto; 
Chap. xv. 38. Daniel plainly ſaw that no neceſ- 
ſary Point of Faith or Religion could be ground- 
ed upon the Authority of this Book; beſides the 
Objection that lies againſt it in common with all 
the reſt of the Apocrypha. 
Altho' many Ceremonial Laws and Poſitive Or- 
dinances were by Divine Authority preſcribed to 
the People of Iſrael, yet Daniel obſerved that 
God, by His Holy Prophets, chiefly inſiſted upon 
the Obſervation of the Moral Law, which whol- 
ly- conſiſts in loving, fearing, and honouring God, 
Jaltice and Beneficence to all other Men, toge- 
ther with Sobriety, Temperance, and Chaſtity: 
Inſomuch that God ſeems even to flight and re- 
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ject His own outward Ordinances, when Men be- 
gan to ſer a greater Value upon them than upon 
Moral Duties. Many Inftances of this Daniel 
took Notice of in the Old Teffament; particu» 
larly the Firſt Chapter of Iſaiahs Prophecy (which 
he very often read) made a great Impreſſion upon 
his Mind; and he often uſed in his Meditations 
to repeat to himſelf thoſe Words of the Prophet 
Micah, Chap. vi. 6. Wherewith ſhall I come be- 
fare the Lord, and bow my ſelf before the High 
God? Shall I come before Him with Burnt-offer+ 
ings, with Calves of a Year old? Will the Lord 
be pleaſed with thouſands of Rams, or with ten 
thouſands of Rivers of Oil? Shall I give my Fin. 
born for my Tranſgreſſion, the Fruit of my Body 
for the Sin of my Soul ? He hath. ſhewed thee, O 
Man, what is good; and what doth the Lord ra 
quire of thee, but to do juſtly, and to love Mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy Gd? And upon 
throughly conſidering every Part of the New 
Teſtament, he found that the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel cannot more fully, in few Words be ex- 
preſsd, than St. Paul has done it, Tit. ii. 11. 
where he tells us that The Grace of God, that 
bringeth Salvation, hath appeared to all Men, 
teaching us, that, denying Ungodlineſs and warldiy 
Lufts, we fhould live ſoberly, righteoufly, and godly 
in this preſent World. Upon which Daniel could 
not but very much diſapprove of thoſe Men who, 
by their Practice, appear to place their Religion 
much more in Hearing Ms/s, Confeſſion to a 
Prieſt, performing Penance, Saying their Beads, 
Abſtaining from Fleſh upon certain Days, Re- 
ceiving the Holy Sacrament at certain Times, 


and ſuch like outward Obſervences, than in a ſe- 


rious 


* 


A 
rious and deep Senſe of the Love and Fear of 
God, and the conſcientious and diligent Perfor- 
mance of their Duty to God, themſelves, and 
all other Men. | : 

However difficult it was to Daniel to find out 
the true meaning and full Import of many ob- 
ſcure Paſſages of Holy Scripture, yet every Thing 
that is neceflary to Man's Salvation appeared to 
him to be therein ſo fully and plainly ſet forth, 
as to leave no Doubt in him about them, or any 
of them. And therefore he reſolved to go on 
with ſtudying the Scripture; and to imbibe 2he 
foncere Milk of the Word, that he might grow 
thereby, 1 Pet. ii. 2. In which he was very much 
encouraged by many Paſſages that he met with 

in the Scripture it ſelf. Prove all Things, hold 
aff that which is good, 1 Theſſ. v. 21. Believe 
not every Spirit; but try the Spirits, whether they 
are of God, 1 John iv. 1. Search the Scriptures, 
John v. 39. Be ready always to give an Anſwer ; 
to every Man that aſketh you a Reaſon of the L 
Hope that is in you, 1 Pet. iii. 15. with many 7 
more Texts to the like purpoſe. And that, by 
God's Grace and Aſſiſtance, he ſhould ſufficient- 
ly underſtand the Scriptures in order to his Sal- J ; 
vation, he found himſelf well aſſured by God's I] * 
Promiſe, that He will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that aſe Him, Luk. xi. 13. And if am of I] . 
you lack Wiſdom, let him aſe of God, that giveth 
to all Men liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſpall 
be given him, Jam. i. 5. For which Reaſon, he 
often lified up his Thoughts to God in lich 4 

Meditations as theſe ; Open thou mine Eyes, that 

J may behold wondrous Things cut of thy Law, Y 

Plal. cxix. 18. Teach me, O Lord, the TY 6 
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thy Statutes, and I ſhall keep it unto the End. Give 
me Underſtanding, and I ſhall keep thy Law, yea 
T ſhall obſerve it with my whole Heart, v. 33. 
Among the many Obſervations which Daniel 
made in his frequent Reading of the Holy Scrip- 
tures (which I need not ſtand particularly to re- 
.count) he took great Notice that 'the Duty of 
Relieving the Poor, the Widow, the Fatherleſs 
and Diſtreſſed; was in a more than ordinary man- 
ner in very many Places inculcated and preſſed. Of 
this he had often heard from the Prieſt in his 
Sermons or Exhortations to the People, without 
perceiving that either he himſelf or others were 
much moved by it. But when he read theſe Words 
of Jeſus Chri/t Himſelf, Mat. xxv. 31, c. 
wherein he gives a Deſcription of the Great Day 
of Judgment ; and there found that giving Meat 
to the Hungry, and Drink to the Thirſty, taking 
in the Stranger, clothing the Naked, and viſiting 
the Sick and the Priſoner, would in that Day, be 
made the great Teſt whereby to diſtinguiſh the 
Righteous trom the Wicked, the Bleſſed from the 
Curſed : And when he read thoſe Words of St. 
James, Pure Religion and undefiled before God and 
the Father, is this, To viſit the Fatherleſs and Wi- 
dows in their Aflition, and to-keep himſelf unſpot- 
ied from the World; Jam. i. 27. he was pricked in 
his Heart (Acts ii. 37.) and found the Mord of 
Cd to be quick and powerful, and ſharper than 
any tus edged Sword, piercing even to the dividing 
2 of Soul and Spirit, and of the Joints and 
arrow, and a Diſcerner of the Thoughts and In- 
tents of the Heart, Heb. iv. 12. © Good God! 
a (faid he to himſelf} do thoſe rich Men, who 
- live in Plenty and regard not the Poor, _— 
: 0 
« ly 
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© ly believe That Gofpel which they profeſs 
How eaſy would it be for them, by a ſmall 
Retrenchment of their Vanity and Luxury 
„(which they might eaſily ſpare) to keep many 
*- miſerable Wretches from ſtarving and periſh- 
ce ing? But I beg Pardon: My Buſineſs is not to 
judge other Men, but to take Care of the per- 
“ formance of my own Duty.” 

Daniel had from his Childhood been taught, 
according to his Ability, to ſhew Compaſſion to 
the Poor and Diſtreſſed: But from this Time 
forward, he doubled his Diligence in the Perfor- 
mance of this Duty. What he could honeſtly 
fave out of his Earnings, he gladly beſtowed on 
thoſe whom he found to be the greateſt Ob- 
jects of Pity; and did all he could to make 
their Caſe known to thoſe who were better able 
to relieve them. Nor was it a ſmall Comfort to 
him that the poor //idow's two Mites were as well 
accepted as the greater Gifts of thoſe who were 
rich, Mar. xii. 42. 

But he took great Notice of what St. Paul 
fays, x Theſſ. iii. 10. That if any would not work, 
netther ſhould he eat : And therefore whenever hc 
met with a fturdy vagrant Beggar who was able 


to get his Bread by his Labour, but through La- 


Zineſs would not do it; he never failed to com- 
plain to ſome neighbouring Magiſtrate, that ſuch 
a Man might be corrected, and not ſuffered to 
rob the real Poor of the Alms of well-diſpoſed 
Perſons. 


CHAP. 


Wh 
CHAP. V. 


Daniel's Second Conference with the Romiſh 
Praeſt, | 1 
; ( 
ANIE L conſtantly ſpent great part of 
every Sunday, and. at. leaſt an Hour (and 
ſometimes much more) every other Day, in the 
| Study of the Holy Scriptures, upon which he was 
always very intent. His Method each Day wass 
to read a good Portion of the Old Teſſament, and 
then about as much of the New : Whereby he 
came to read the New Teſtament (which is much 
the ſhorter of the two) much oftner than he did 
the Old; and became ſo well acquainted with it, 
as to be able readily to find moſt of the princi- 
pal Paſſages of it. | 
Being thus furniſhed, he went again to viſit his 
old Confeſſor, and plainly told him that he had 
read the Bible again and again; and the New Te- 
ſtament many Times over with the greateſt At- 
tention ; but that in the Whole he could not find 
any Foundation for the peculiar Doctrines of the 
Church of Rome. | IS | 
* My Friend (ſays the Prieſt) you do not 
< rightly underſtand the Scriptures; and you 
© ought to receive the Interpretation of them 
* from the Church.” 
„Sir (ſays Daniel) I gather my Faith and 
Religion altogether from ſuch Paſſages of Scrip- 
© ture as are very plain: And theſe plain Paſſages 
enable me to underſtand many more, which 
| * otherwiſe, perhaps, would be obſcure and 
P. 4 
* doubtful. I am anſwerable to God, and to 
d none 
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* none but Him, for my Honeſty and Sincerity 
e in this Way of proceeding. But I do not ſee 
© what Authority any Church has to impoſe Her 
& Interpretations upon me, when my cleareſt Un- 
© derſtanding aſſures me that theſe ſame Inter- 
& pretations are contrary to the plain Meaning 
« of the Scripture it ſelf, and ſome of them to 
e common Senſe and Reaſon. I deſire you to 
cc prove, if you can, that God has given ſuch 
-« Authority as you maintain, to any, and what 
& Church, and to ſhew me who it is that is, by 
& God's Appointment, to inform me of the true 
« Meaning of the Church's Interpretations, in 
© Caſe that I do not at firſt underſtand them.” 
«© The Church (ſays the Prieſt ) has received 
c her Interpretations and Her Doctrines by Tradi- 
c tion all along from Chriſt and His Apoſtles.” 
Sir (ſays Daniel) the many Miracles that 
ce were wrought by Chri/t and His Apoſtles, are 
c ſo well atteſted, as that no ſober Man can doubt 
ce of the Truth of them. Theſe Miracles abun- 
c dantly prove that they had God's Authority for 
c all that they taught. The Holy Scriptures both 
& of the Old and New Teftament were by the A- 
ce poſtles delivered to the Chriſtian Church, as 
ec being the Word of God. And therefore what- 
< ever I find to be plainly taught in theſe Scrip- 
< tures, I look upon it as taught by the Apoſtles. 
c The exact Agreement in Senſe, and for the 
ce moſt Part in Works (abating for ſome few Mi- 
e ſtakes of the Tranſcribers or Printers, which 
ce are eaſily diſcovered ;) this Agreement (I ſay) 
© that is found to be between the prodigious 
& Number of Copies and Tranſlations of the Hoh 
& Scriptures, that (as I am told) are diſperſed 


& throughout the World, and have been ſo for 
| „ nn 
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* many Ages, moſt evidently ſhews that they are 
the very ſame now as they were left by the 
& Apoſtles. But if you have any other Way of 
ee proving that this or that particular Doctrine 
« was taught by Chriſt or His Apoſtles, and the 
« Belief of it by them declared to be neceſſary 
« to Salvation, be ſo good as to let me know it; 
© and if I am any Way convinced that it was ſo 
taught by Them, I muſt of Neceſſiy believe it. 
gut it is abſolutely impoſſible for me to believe 
ci any Doctrine before I am convinced of the 
“Truth of it, either by the Reaſon of the 
“ Thing it ſelf, or by the Divine Authority of 
© him that teaches ir. Matters of Fact I can and 
“do believe upon the Teſtimony of credible Wit- 
© neſſes: But bare Authority, excepting that of 
© God: Himſelf, cannot poſſibly bring me to the 
«Belief of any Religious Doctrine. 
The Prieſt, not being able to give a Rational 
Anſwer to what Daniel had thus urged, betook 
himſelf to another Way that is very common a- 
mong them, and with great Aſſurance told him 
that he would certainly be damned if he became 
2 Prateſtant: But (ſays Daniel) Who art thou that 
judge/ another's Servant? Ta his own Maſter he 
Aandeth or falleth : Yea he ſhall he holden up: For 
Cod is able to mate him fland, Rom. xiv. 4. 


D CHAP, 


(33) 
HAF. VI. 


Daniel becomes a Proteſtant, and re. 
moves into the City. 


W HEN Daniel clearly found that be could 
not, with a fafe Conſcience, continue in 
the Communion of the Church of Rome, to pro- 
feſs Things which he did not believe, and to pra- 
ctiſe a Worſhip which, upon full Conviction, he 
judged to be unlawful ; he ſet himſelf diligently to 
read and conſider the Book of Common Prayer, that 
he might be ſatisfied whether or no the Faith, 
Worſhip and Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, 
in the Eſtabliſhed Church of Ireland, were zgree- 
able to the Word of God: Of all which being 
ſoon fully convinced, he reſolved through the 
Grace of God, to ſpend the Remainder of his 
Life in the Communion of this Church. 

Tho' Daniel had been all along bred to daily 
Labour in Country Buſineſs ; yet in wet Weather, 
when he could not work Abroad, he often em- 
ployed himſelf in the mending of old Shoes; at 
which he ſoon grew very dextrous, and thereby 
uſed ſometimes to earn a Penny. 

His Father and Mother being now dead, and 
the Leaſe of their little Farm expired, Daniel 
thought it moſt adviſeable to turn what little Sub- 
ſtance he had into ready Money, and to remove 
into the neighbouring City, hoping there to get 
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a better Livelihood by this poor Trade which he 
had taken up, than what he could propoſe to do 
by his daily Labour in the Country, 


In 


_ 

In Purſuance of this Deſign, he took a conve- 
nient Room in a back part of the Town, whera 
it was cheapeſt to be had, and laying out Part 
of his Money in Leather, with the reſt he uſed 
to buy old Shoes, which, when he had mended, 
he expoſed to Sale, and thereby got honeſt 
Bread for himſelf and his Family. His Wife was 

14 a fincere Proteſtant, and an induſtrious Wo- 
5 man. They both conſtantly frequented their Pa- 
riſh Church, and their Behaviour was ſuch as 
gained them the Good-will of all that knew 
them. 


CHAP, VII. 


His Conference with the Miniſter of his Pariſh, 
who came to viſit his Wife in her Sickneſs. 


ANTE L's Wife once falling ſick, the Mi- 
niſter of the Pariſh, according to his Duty, 
came to viſit her; and having for ſome time dil- 
courſed with her in a proper Manner, he con- 
cluded his Viſit with the Prayers of the Church, 
in which Daniel joined with great Reverence, 
and made the Reſponſes, as they are ſet down in 
the Order for the Viſitation of the Sich. The Mi- 
niſter ( who had never ſeen him before that 
time) perceiving by his Pronunciation of the 
Engliſh, and gathering from his Name that he 
was an [riþ Man, asked him whether he had al- 
ways been bred a Prote/tant. No Sir (ſays he) I 
\ he was bred in the Church of Rome, until I grew 
do up fo be a Man. The Miniſter, then asked him 
by what Means he had been made a Proteſtant: 

Upon. which, Daniel very modeſtly gave him an 

In D 2 Account 
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Account how he came to read and ſtudy the Bi- 
ble and ſome other Books, by which he was fully 
convinced of the Romiſb Errors. The Miniſter 
was well pleaſed with what he ſaid, and asked 
him whether he had yet been openly received into 
our Church, and had taken out the Biſhop's Cer- 
tificate as the Law directed? © Sir, (ſays Daniel) 
© when a Man aims at any Benefit in this World 
by conforming to the Eſtabliſhed Church (for 
© which I do not blame him, if he acts with a 
4 good Conſcience) he ought to do what the 
% Law requires in order thereunto. But I have 
c no Eſtate to ſue for, or Purchaſe to make, nor 
* am I qualified for any public Employment. All 
* thatI deſire is to get my Living honeſtly, to en- 
ce joy my Conſcience here, and to be eternally 
© happy hereafter, When I was baptized in the 
“ Name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
« Ghoſt, I was admitted as a Member of Christ's 
“ Church, and rhereby had a Right ro Chriſtian 
© Communien, as ſoon as I ſhould become capa- 
* ble of it. This Privilege I hope I have done 
* done nothing to forfeit; the Errors in 
which J was firſt bred having been my Miſ⸗ 
c fortune and not my Fault: For as ſoon as [ 
ce was convinced of them, I renounced them, 
& Ner did I offer to harden my Mind againſt Con- 
& viction. Being therefore ſatisfied that the 
* Church of Jreland, by Law eſtabliſhed, is a 
c pure and found Part of the Chriſtian Church, 
“and that therein every Thing neceſſary to Sal- 
© vation may fully and freely be had and enjoyed, 
e I frequent irs Worſhip, andheartily join in Com- 

„ munion with it.“ 
The Minifter, being deſirous to make the utmoſt 
Trial of Daniel, told him that to profeſs the beſt 
INS Religion 
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Religion would avail nothing with God, but r4-- 
ther tend to his Condemnation,» if it were not 
accompanied with a holy Life ; and therefore de- 
fired Leave to ask him whether he took great 
Care to lead his Life according to the Rules of 
the. Goſpel? To which Daniel made Anſwer in 
thefe very Words; which I think deſerve to be 
remembred : God forbid that I ſhauld be like the 
proud Phariſee, to boaſt of what I do. But if you 
pleaſe to enquire among my Neighbours, I hope you 
will find that I am no Shame to the Religion I 
profeſs ey: | 

The Mzrniter then asked him whether he made 
uſe of that Knowledge to which he had attained, - 
in endeavouring to bring over any of his Popiſh 
Friends or Acquaintance to the Prote/lant Reli 
gion? © Indeed (ſays Daniel) I have made ma- 
ny. Attempts that way; but to very little Pur- 
« poſe. From the Time that I declared my ſelf 
* a Proteſtant, the Romiſh Prieſts would not en- 
ce ter far into any ſuch Converſation with me, 
and the common People (with whom I chiefly 
« converſed) are kept in ſo much Ignorance, and 
* in ſuch Fear of entertaining the leaſt Doubt 
concerning any Article of Faith (which they are 
© made to believe is a damnable. Sin) that they 
e always. turned the deaf Ear to every Thing that 
* I offered to ſay againſt their Errors. They are 
ce often told that if they believe as the Church 
© believes, and are obedient to their Spiritual 
& Paſtors, they ſhall certainly be ſaved; with 
* which they content themſelves, and will not 
make any farther Enquiry into Religion, for 
fear it ſhould make them uneaſy in their 
%: Minds,” 


D 3 The 


(42). 
The Concluſion. 


T is now about five or ſix and twenty Years 
ſince I laſt ſaw Daniel Herly, or have had any 
Opportunity of making Enquiry after him; nor 
can I therefore ſay. any more of him, but that he 
Was a Man of a very regular and pious Life, 
and perfectly well contented with that Condition 
in which God's Providence had placed him. One 
very remarkable Thing only I muſt not omit to 
mention. 

He was always very diligent, to the beſt of his 
Power, in relieving and aſſiſting the Poor and 
Diſtreſſed (as I have already ſaid) and becauſe he 
had but little to give, he took this Way amongſt 
others, of exerciſing his Charity. 

Upon the late Reduction of Ireland, there were 
many poor Boys who, having loſt their Parents, 
were forced to beg about the Streets. Some of theſe 


poor Wretches he would take into his own Houſe, 


breed them up in the Fear of God, and teach 
them his own Trade, whereby to get their Liv- 
ing. The Expence indeed of this was not very 
great. For their Work ſoon paid for their Keep- 


ing. But it was no ſmall Piece of Charity to 


keep ſuch miſerable Creatures from periſning. 
Two of theſe poor Boys I faw in his Room the 
laſt time that I was with him. 


1 INE 


Des r ee, 0 


. 


8 


BOOKS Printed for Thomas 
TRE, near Grays-Inn Gate in 
Holborn. 


LL. Wy LAIN Infruftions for the Young and Ignorant; 
comprized in a ſhort and eaſy Expoſition of the 
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vel. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred. 


VII. The Way to Eternal Salvation plainly pointed out. 
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VIII. The. Rule of Self-Examination, or the only 
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XI. Catholick Chriſtianity, or an Eſſay toward leſſen- 
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ſecond Edition. Price 4d. or 14, 5s. per Hundred. 

XII. A Brief Diſcourſe of the Fundamentals of Chri- 
ſtianity; and the UF that is to be made of them. 
With an Appendix, in which, from-the Principles laid 
down or ſuggeſted in the Diſcourſe, an Anſwer is gi- 
ven to three important Queſtions ; the Determination 
whereof would much conduce to the reſforing Com. 
munion between different Churches. Price 4d. or il. 
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XIV. A Charitable Addreſs to all who are of the 
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XV. An Anſwer to two Objections made againſt the 
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XVII. The Authority of the Church in Matters of 
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XVIII. Eternal Salvation the only End and Deſign of 
Religion, Price 3d. | | 

XIX. The Divine Authority of Church Government 
and Epiſcopacy ſtated and aſſerted upon Principles com- 
mon to all Chriſtians. Price 4d. 

XX. A Sermon preached before the Houſe of Cotn- 
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XXI. The Wiſdom of being Religious. A Ser- 
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XXIII. AGentleman's Religion, in three Parts: The 


fot contains the Principles of Natural Religion; the fecond 


and third the Doctrines of Chriſtianity, both as to Faith 
and Practice. With an Appendix, wherein it is proved, 
that nothing contrary to our Reaſon can poſſibly be the 
Object of our Belief; but that it is no juſt Exception. 
againſt ſome of the Dofrines of Chriftiamty, that they 


are above our Reaſon. The ſixth Edition. Price 


2 5s. Bound. | 

XXIV. An Eſſay on Fooliſh Queſtions: Another on 
Contending for the Faith. Being the Subſtance of two 
Viſitation Sermons, Matt. xiii. 25. While Men ſlept, 
the Enemy came and ſowed Tares among the Wheat, and 
went his Way. Price 6d. or 5s. per Dozen. 


N. B. The before-mentioned twenty-four  Tra&s, all 


written by the moft Reverend Dr.-Edward Synge, 
late Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland, may 

be had bound together, in three neat Pocket Vo- 
lumes. Price 9s. bound. 
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XXV. St. Paul's Deltription of his own Religion k 
opened arid explained, 'The ſecond Edition. Price 44. N 
or 11. 5s. per Hundred. E 

| XXVI. Religion tried by the Teſt of ſober and im- a 
partial Reaſon. The ſecond Edition corrected. Price: 

64 or 5s. per Dozen. 0 

XXVII. The True Chatilioas ſet in a juſt and clear { 

Light; or an Eſſay towards the Right Character of a r 

Faithful Son of the Eſtabliſhed Church. The ſecond Ed: - t 

tion. Price 4d. or 11. 55s. per Hundred. 

XXVIII. A fincere Chriſtian and Convert from the ( 
Church of Rome, exemplified in the Caſe of Daniel { 
Herly, a poor Jriſh Peaſant, Price 3d. or 20s. per 9 
Hundred. . 

XXIX. Sober Thoughts for the Cure of Melan- \ 
choly, eſpecially that which is religious. Price 2d. or 1 
12s. per Hundred. ! 
XXX. An Abſtract of the Church Catechiſm briefly 

containing the Subſtance of all that is neceſſary to I 
Salvation. Price 1d. or 6s. per Hundred. t 

XXXI. A Diſcourſe of Confirmation; in a Dia- q 
logue between the Miniſter of a Pariſh and a young , 
Servant Maid named Sarah. Containing proper In- , 
ſtructions for ſuch as are to be confirmed. Humbly t 
offered to the Conſideration of all Parents and othe's 
who have the Care of educating Youth, Price 2/. 
or 125, per Hundred. 

XXXII. Advice to a Young Divine concerning 
Preaching. Price 1d. or 6s.. per Hundred. 

XXXIII. Two Tracts; the one, Directions to-a ſo- 
ber Chriſtian for the acceptable Offering up the Lord's 
Prayer to God in his Private Devotions; the other, 
Sober Thoughts on the Doctrine of Predeſtination. 
re 24. or 12s, per Hundred, 
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XXXIV. The Root and Spring of true Virtue and 
Piety; a Sermon preached at Tuam, much enlarged. 

Price 4d. or 11. 5s. per Hundred. 


1 


The Church Catechiſm, with ſingle Proofs ta- 
ken from the Words of Scripture only, after a New 
Method. By the Reverend Mr. Bunbury. The ſeventh - 
Edition. To which are added, Graces, and a Morning 
and Evening Prayer. Price 2d. or 12s. per Hundred. 

A Brief Expoſition of the Catechiſm of the Church 
of England, in an eaſy and familiar Method, for the 
Uſe of Perſons of tender Years and moderate Attain- 
ments, By N. Clark, Rector of Shafton St. James in 
the County of Dorſet. Price 3d. or 20s. per Hundred, 

The Spirit of St. Paul; or the Sentiments of this 
Great Apoſtle relating to a Chriſtian Life and Conver- 
lation. Adapted to all the Days of the Month. To- 
gether with an Appendix of ſele& Collects and Prayers. 
With Forms of Morning, Noon, and Evening Ser- 
vice; taken from the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, and the beſt Engliſh Writers in the Devotio- 
nal Way. By Tho. Morrit, A. M. Price Bound 15. 

Preparations to a Holy Life, or Devotions for Fa- 
milies and private Perſons; with Devotions ſuited 
to moſt particular Caſes: Alſo Meditations, Prayers, 
and Rules for the moſt pious obſerving the Holy 
Time of Lent. By the Author of the Week's Prepa- 
ration to the Sacrament. The ſeventh Edition. Price 
bound 15. | 

The Church Catechiſm explained to the meaneſt Ca- 
pacity; not only in Queſtions and Anſwers, as uſual ; 
but, after each Anſwer is an Enlargement by the Ca- 
zechift, for the Improvement and farther Inſtruction of 
the Congregation in general. Uſeful for all Families. 
The ſecond Edition reviſed. By Fo. Briggs, M. A. and 
9 "h Kirkburton'in the County of York. Price bound 

6. 6d. 

Divine Poems. Containing the Hiſtory of Jonab, 

Eſther, Job, Sampſon. Together with Sion's Sonnets, 
Elegies, 


2 


Elegies. Written and. augmented by Francis ® wales, 
The fifth Edition. Now illuſtrated with Sculptures to 
the ſeveral Hiſtories, not in the former Editions, 
Price bound 25. 6d, _ | 

A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature Deli- 
neated; being an Abridgment of Mr. Wollaſton's Treatiſe 
under that Title, To which is added an Appendix con- 
cerning the Chriſtian Religion. The ſecond Edition cot- 
rected. Price 2s. Bound. 

A ſhort View of the Profaneneſs and Immorality o 
the Engliſh Stage, &c. with the ſeveral Defences o 
the ſame: In Anſwer to Mr. Congreve, Dr, Drake, 
exc. ec. By Jeremy Collier, A. M. The fifth Edition, 

Price neatly Bound A 5. © 
A View of the ancient and preſent State of the nll 
Churches of Door, Home-Lacy, and Hempftead, endowed | 
by the Right Hon. 7% Lord Viſcount Scudamore; 
with ſome Memoirs of that ancient Family; and an We 
Appendix of Records and Letters relating to the ſame 
Subject. By Matthew Gibſon, M. A. Rector of Door, nn 
In 4. Price Bound 75. 
The Works of John Sheffield, Earl of Mulgrave, Mar- 
quis of Normanby, and Duke of Buckingham, The third 
Edition enlarged. In two Volumes 8. Price 105. 


Likewiſe are ſold very cheap, +8 


All Sorts of Bibles, . Common Prayer Books, Te- 
ſtaments, Spelling Books, Pſakers, and School Books, 


Books of the neweſt Kind in Law, Hiſtory, Phy- 
fick, Mathematicks, Divinity, &c. 


Alſo Stationary Goods. 
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